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AW ESSAY ON ELECTION, &o. 
(Continued from page 107. ) 
CHAPTER Itt. 


[eternity of inexpressible misery. Inconceiva- 
bly wide as these extremes are, if the system 
‘of proper Calvinism be true, they are both to 


REASONS FOR REJECTING CALVINISTICK vizws | ¢ traced back to that infinite and eternal 


OF ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 


mind which decreed the final states of men 


6. Because Calvinisticl: views of Election and | before they existed ; and which in pursuance 
Reprobation, dishonour the great Father of all,|°f bis irreversible decrees, by the combined 
They represent him as confining his love to Operation -of things under his government, 
a part ‘of his numerous family, whose sins he | Conducts the elect to the highest bliss; the 


passeth by, and on whom he bestows all the 
riches of his favour ; while all the rest are treat- | "C™4!- 


ed as outcasts, for whom he has no affection. 
They suppose God to have utterly disinherited, 
and placed under the black decree of repro- 
bation, no small part of his rational offspring ; 
that he never intended their haypiness, and 
hath provided nothing for them after this life, 
but indiscribable misery. Who that reveres 
the character of God, as the universal Father 
whose name is love, can help rejecting opin- 
ions so dishonourable to him ? 

7. Because these views represent the govern- 
ment of God as tyrannical.—They represent 
lim as governing the rational creation, accord- 
ing to the dictates of an arbitrary will; not 
as distinguishing his subjects in proportion to 
their moral worth, and treating every one ac- 
cording to his conduct; but as determining 
their state, both in this world and the next, by 


absolute unconditional decrees, by which the | 


happiness of the elect and the misery of the 
non-elect are equally secured. The elect he 
is supposed to have made a privileged order ; 
to whose interests every thing shall be subser- 
vient; and whose felicity and glory, nothing 
can endanger: and to have placed the non- 
elect under the ban of his empire ; from which 
nothing can deliver them. Such is not the 
government of the Father of mercies ; how- 
ever absolute his Sovereignty, nothing can 
proceed from it, but what is perfectly wise and 
good, agreeable to moral fitness, and cal- 
culated to promote the happiness of all who 
live under his government. 

8. Because those views seem to suppose two 
opposite principles in God.—Calvinistick Elec- 
tion and Reprobation, connected with the doc- 
trine of the eternal existence of sin and mise- 
ry, which is part of the same system, seem to 
suppose the existence of opposite principles in 
God, eternal love and eternal hatred, ever ope- 
yating in different directions, and leading to 
ends, as contrary to each other, as heaven and 
bell; as an eternity of perfect bliss, and an 


| reprobate to the lowest hell ; there eternally to 
How can such views be supported, 
| Without supposing two principles in God, as op- 
| posite as the final ends to which they will ulti- 
|mately bring the elect and the reprobate ? The 
isystem of the moderate Calvinist leads, on the 
\whole, to the same conclusion. Though the 
|latter does not, in the same direct way, place 
jall the steps which lead down to endless mise- 
|ry, upon the basis of the divine decrees, and 
chain them to the throne of God, so complete- 
ily as it does those by which the elect ascend 
‘to glory; still it supposes that had God loved 
{the non-elect as he did the elect, and made the 
| same provision for the salvation of the one as 
jhe did for that of the other, they too would 
have been saved ; it is therefore because God 
passed them by, and Jeft them without the grace 
that is absolutely necessary to save them, that 
they perish everlastingly : he did not, from eter- 
nity, decree their destruction, but he deter- 
|mined to withhold from them the grace, with- 
out which they must unavoidably perish. 


In the Calvinistick system, the Almighty is 
represented as if, like the heathen god Janus, 
he had two faces ; one for the elect, the other 
for the reprobate ; the one beaming with ten- 
derness and affection, covered with everlasting 
smiles, which nothing can ruffle; the other, 
full of austerity, flaming with wrath, and cov- 
ered with everlasting frowns, which nothing 
can ever remove: the one diffusing happiness 
inexpressible and eternal ;.the other darting 
upon its unhappy objects indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish, unutterable 
and endless. ‘The admission of the two prin- 
ciples of the Manichees, acting separately and 
independently ; the one producing only good, 
the other only evil; would be lessabsurd, than to 
ascribe to.the one God, who is love, who is in- 
variably the same in all his ways and dispen- 
sations towards his creatures, such opposite 
dispositions and conduct. Can the infinite 
fountain of love, the unbounded ocean of bless- 
‘edness, send forth wnceasingly rivers of grace 
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and pleasure to some, and overflowing torrents | 


of wrath and misery upon- others? Sooner 
might. the purest fountain send forth sweet 
water and bitter. 
is infinitely good- and merciful; while he re- 
moves all the sins and sorrows of one part of 
mankind, and raises them to glory ; preserve 
the other part in existence, and keep alive in 


5 


' 


them all the sins they have committed, merely | 


that he may overwhelm them with his wrath, 
and cause them to sink deeper and deeper in 


misery to all eternity? The soul sickens at 


Can that great Being, who | 


ly, whether they be elected. or not; if God 
does not love them all, and desire their salva- 
tion; if he- hath made the destiny of those who 
continue in sin irreverstble, by his.absolute 
decrees ? Calvinistick views are apposed to the 
| general. tenour of scripture, in which men.are 
| addressed as mora! agents, capable of choosing 
or refusing the blessings set before them; of 
complying or not complying with the calls and 
invitations of the gospel; and in which God 
| is deseribed, as desiring the- salvation ef-all, 
and as having-excladed none‘from his favour, 


the thonght of such horrours, and turns from | but those who exclude themselves by their con- 
1 oie fehn bey * é . 

such gloomy views of the divine character and | tinued disobedience. 

government, to Contcmplate the goodness of | lt. Because those vicws impeach the divine 


the Creator in bis works, to meditate upon the 
J set forth in 
the gospel; and with inexpressible | pleasure 
finds that he isthe loving Father of all; that 
he hateth nothing which he hath made ; that 
he is good to all; and that his tender mercies 
are over all his works. 

9, Because 
value of Jesus Chri: 
cording to the scriptures, Christ is the Saviour 
of he world: he died for all, tasted death for 
every man, and is designed to b 
blessing to ALL, 
tick system this Saviour of the wor!d is diminish- 
ed into the Saviour of a select party, was sent 
to save none but the elect, died for them only, 
and they only can be benefitted by him. The 
non-eleet have no part in him ; can derive no 
saving benefit from him; to them, what he did 
and suffered is of no value ; they can have no 
interest in his mediation: he neither is, nor 
ever can be, their Saviour. The poor repro- 
bates may have their condemnation aggravated 
by rejecting a Saviour, who was never provided 
for them ; and their misery increased, by con- 
templating the happiness of the elect, which 
they never were capable of attaining ; but, do 
what they will, they can have no interest in 
Christ, no part m his kingdom = This system 


riches of his grace and mer< as 


Calvinistick: views diminish the 


t, and of his death.—Ac- 


‘ 


>a universal 


According to the Calyinis- 


, 


is no more honourable to Christ, than 1t is con- | 


sistent with the declarations of scripture con- 
cerning him. 

10. Because those views cannot be reconciled 
with the divine calls and invitations in the Scrip- 
tures.-—Why were the Apostles sent to preach 
the glad tidings 0} salvation to all, unless sal- | 
vation be provided and mtended for all? It 
cannot be the design of God to mock any of 
his creatures, with the offer of blessings which 
he never intended for them, or with invitations 
vith which he never meant they sheuld com- 
ply’ Why are al] men, every where, called to 
repentance, and commanded to repent ; if it 
be God’s design, that many of them should 
continue impenitent, or if he withholds from 
them the grace without which they cannot re- 
pent and be saved ? What mean the remon- 
strances, expostulations, and intreaties of the 
Almighty, addressed to sinners indiscriminate- | 


| 
} 


| cates, are inconsistent with themselve 


veracity.—* As I live, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.” 
Ezek. 11. %f he hath no pleasure in their 
| death; is it possible he should have made it, 
| in the most awful sease unavoidable, by an ab- 
soluie decree, or by witholding the grace with- 
out which they cannot escape it 7—Is not the 
supposition that God takes pleasure inthe death 
, of the unhappy persons whom he hath utterly 
| rejected, whose destruction he hath ‘ecreed, 
| involved in the Calvinistick doctrine of repro- 
bation, contiary to his solemn word and bath? 
Because Calvinism tends to distouragre 
our efforts for the conversion and salvation of 
sinners.—If all the clect must be suved, and 
none butthe elect can be saved; whatever 
exertions we may make to enlighten our fellow 
creatures by the gospel, and turn sinners to 
God, not one the more will be saved: our fa- 
bours Gan savingly bencfit none but the elect ; 
and their salvation is, at all events, secured.— 
If it be said, that the gospel mast be preached 
to all in order that the elect, may, through the 
special influence of the spirit be converted by 
it: granting this, ‘st whose 


y 


| 


veg 


vO 


v7 


” 


th 
1 
id C 


till none but those 
salvation is already secured, can be converted 
by the gospel: and they, only, through the 

influenee of the spirit, by which influence God 
| can Convert them without our efforts; nor do 
the advocates for this system doubt } doing 
it in his own good time. 


1S 


Those who are not 
elected, never can be converted, nor brougiit 
to the saving knowledge of God; maké what 
efforts we will to save them; the non-elect 
must finally perish ; as not one the more will 

lost if we totally remit them. Such is pro- 
per Calvinism; a system calculated to freeze 
our efforts for the salvation of our fellow crea- 
tures. Happily many of its professed adyo- 
8; and, 
forgetting the rigid doctrines of Calvin, preach 
the gospel as if it contained a provision for the 
salvation of all, and address sinners as if they 
believed they had power (o embrace and obey 


it. 


be 
be 


13. Because Calvinistical views produce a 
pharisaical spirit.—It leads its votaries to viéw 
themselves as the peculiar favourites of heaven. 
They can thank God that they are not as other 
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men are, not like the vile reprobate whom he 
hath atterly rejected. They are a privileged 
order under the divine government, a spiritual 
aristocracy, for whom all things were made 
and continued to exist. God sees no iniquity 
in them thought they confess themselves to be 
the vilest-of sinners. ‘I'he supreme Sovereign 
of the uttiverse hath made an irreversible de 
eree in their favour; settled on them, exclu- 
sively, all the riches of his grace, and wrapped 
them up securely in an everlasting covenant, 
out of which they-can never full. -.ii that 
Christ did and suffered stands to their account ; 
they are perfect in his righteousness. ‘i'he 
Holy Spirit is their teacher, and what he 
teaches tnust be trutn. Such are the views in- 
spired by proper Calvinism. is it any wonder 
if those who-are influenced by them, be lifted 
up With pride, ‘become vain 10 their own con- 
eeits, and despise others as ignorant ? 

14. Because Calvinism has abad moral ten- 
dency. Many of 1ts advocates do not perceive 
its tendency; they are deeply concerned for 
the interests of holiness, and eideavour to 
guard against the evils, to wich the doctrine 
they maintain has sometimes fed; and which 


it might be expected couastantly to produce, | 
were not its influence counteracted by other | 
principles. Some good men have guarded and 
trimmed the system, vntil little more than the | 


name remains; and, judging by such modern 
refinements upon it, tiere is some difficulty in 
saying what Calvinism now is; still there are 
many who maintain it in its proper form: and 
it is to'its moral tendency, as so muintained, 
that my remarks apply. 

Calvinistick election and reprobation, are 
calculated to make sintiers secure in their sins. 
Believing these doctrines, the sinner may say; 
“tf [ be clected I must be saved; God wil 


call me’ by his special grace and bring me to | 


glory; and if I be not clected there is no salva- 
tion for me; all my tears and prayers and re 

formation, and exertions, wili be of no avail; 
I can do nothing right, unless God be pleased 
to call me by bis grace, and influence me by 
hiis spirit; my corrupt nature wili remain, and 
sin continue toreign in me.” Happily reason, 
which has been so much decried, has kept 
many from adopting such pernicious conclu- 
sions: While these doctrines have led some 
to rest in false security, they have plunged 
others into gloom and despondency. Not be 

ing able to find in themselves the proof of 
their election, they have feared that God had 
utterly rejected them ; that they had no chance 
of’ being saved, nor any thing to expect but 
eternal misery. Sometimes truly pious and 
virtuous persons, if not absolutely driven to 
despair, have been deeply distressed by such 
dreadful apprehensions. Believing that none 
but the elect can be saved, it has not been 
unusual for christians, instead of building 
their hope upon the declarations and promises 


of the gospel, to be continually seeking for 
proofs of their election, for some secret influ. 
ence of the s; irit, or motions of divine grace 
within them; and hence to rely on their 
frames and feelings; consequently they have 
been confident or desponding, as their frames 
and icelings have varied. 

1 he supposition that the salvation, or per- 
dition of men, is fixed by the unconditimnal 
decrees of God, tends to relax every ‘exertion 
which the sinner should make to obtaim salva- 
t10n ; and has, sometimes, led to a disrevard 
of moral principle in those who have persua> 
ded themselves of their election. There have 
been instances of other persons who, mistaking 
Calvinism jor genuine christianity, have 
through the disgust it excited in their minds, 
been led to reject the scriptures. In brief, 
the doctrines we oppose, strike at the founda- 
tion of morality ; for if God, by his absolute 
decrees, hath determined whether men shall be 
virtuous or vicious, eternally saved or eternally 
lost; where isthere a place for mora! obligation ? 

Sucn are our Reasons for rejecting Calvin- 
istick views of Election and Reprobation. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LETTuR NO. 2. 
To Elder Joseru Bavair, of Mendon, Mon- 
ree, Cv. lV. Me 

Sin—In my first, I only embraced the gen- 
eral features of your first proposition ;—in «sis 
I shall be more parucular. You say, that 
** Universalism 1s repugnant to the sound prin- 
ciples of reasoning.” Now sound #€aso 1s 
| no more than reason atlast And if you have 
| found that universalism js repugnant - 
son, you may be enrolled on the historic page 
las having made a discovery of the first tm i.- 
nitude, and, certainly of the greatest impor- 
tance to. self-styled orthodoxy. If you had 
ascertained this before, and tmade-it publick, 
| and enabled them to understand, and * fiandle 
| your argument,” the trinitarian churches, be- 
fore this time, perhaps, would have awarded 
you with a medat! For the greatest enemies 
they have had for ages, and still have, to op- 
pose, are reason and eomnton sense. Wow 
have they, for years, attempted to maintain 
the doctrines of *‘election and reprobatiun, 
total and inbred depravity, the trinity, and 
| endless misery?” These are all of a piece. 
And have you, at length, learned, Sir, iaat 
one of themis reasonable? 1\ery much doubt 
that a tolerably informed man would attempt 
to show, that endless misery was believed 
in the civilized world before the wild fan- 
cies of men attached the divine nature to 
| Christ. crucified the Sovereign of the~ ani- 
verse, and made out an infinite sacrifice! This, 
it was thought presupposed infinite guilt.— 
| This is the foundation stone on which the fa- 
| brick rests. But'an ifinite sacrinee could 
no more remove infinite guilt, than one, equal 
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could overcome anuther. 1 charitably suppose , 
you do not believe in the above species of} 
atonement. | 

Why then must man be endlessly misera- 
ble? {Is it on account of the nature and mag-| 
nitude of his guilt? What is sin? The| 
transgression of the law. What law? The} 
infinite law of God? We have heard much | 
about this. But is it consistent with “ the | 
principles of sound reasoning,” that God) 
should ‘make his feeble creatures amenable to! 
@ law infinitely above their powers of compre-| 
hension? No, Sir. [ere your boasted * prin-| 
ciples of sound reasoning,” must be rejected, 
and inscrutable mystery becomes the guide! 
You may say that I have not meddled with 
your sentiments, and am therefore Jusing my 
time. ButI must take the liberty to think 
otherwise. My time shall be occupied in de- 
fence of what i deem truth; while Heaven 
sustains me. I know you have had, and still 
have, the name, of believing in the annihilation 
ofapartofmankind. But did you not insinu- 
ate, that the wicked would be punished for 
ever in “the lake of fire ’” If this is a mis- 
take you have an opportunity to correct it. On 
‘the principles of sound reasoning,” what 
good will result from endless misery? Will! 
God be glorified, and saints and angels happi- 
fied, by it? Will itdo the wretched victims 
of ceaseless despair any good?’ Will you un- 
dertake to maintain the affirmative of these 
questions on “ the principles of sound rcason- 
ing ?” 

But endless misery aside for a moment.— 
What have you on ‘the principles of sound 
reasoning” to support the doctrine of annihi- 
tion? Are some of mankind so wicked, that 
they cannot be subdued and saved? Is it 
** reasonable” to think that God has made a 
race of beings which he cannot controul, and 
Save, if he please ! Is it not rational to suppose 
that the chief ofsinners have been converted 
to christianity and saved? And must those 
who are no worse be for ever put beyond the 
reach of salvation? And isall this agreeable 
to ‘the principles of sound reasoning?” 1 
here repeat the enquiry, what benefit is to 
arise from the annibilation of those whom God 
could save if he would? ‘Take no alarm, Sir, 
unless your ‘‘ principles of sound reasoning”’ 
fail. Tor if they will support you here, you 
can give a reasonable answer. Will God, 
saints, or angels, be put in a better situation 
by annihilating a part of the human species / 
Or will it be happifying to them to lie in un- 
consciousness? Will husbands rejoice at the 
annihilation of their wives, and wives of their 
husbands—parents of children, and chil- 
dren of parents—brothers of sisters, and 
sisters of brothers! ! As it would be the most 
consumate folly to talk of goudness being ex- 
tended either to the miserable or the uncon- 
scious, how are you to maintain the unlimited 





benevolence of our Lieavenly Father ? . Every 
being consigned to ceaseless wo, or the 
| shades of nonentity, forms, a boundary, or 
out post, tothe tender mercies of God !! Pat 
your shoulders to the wheel, Sir, and try your 
‘‘ principles of sound reasoning.’’ inform the 
ipudlick how you account for these things, by 
‘*deducing consequences justly from premi- 
ses.’ Tell us now the character of God cay 
be vindicated for equal, and impartial good- 
ness, on the ground of his having created mi!- 
\lions, ‘of the same blood,” with a perfect, 

and infallible knowledge, that they never 

would be benefitted by their existence. Es- 
pecially, Sir, Jet us know how, on “the prin- 
ciples of sound reasoning,” you justify God in 
the bestowment of being, or life, with an,uner- 
ring knowledge, that the gift, would be the 
means of procuring a wretchedness as_ lasting 
as his own immortality ! 
sound reasoning,” like wisdom, ,** will laugh 
at your calamity, and mock whem your fear 
cometh,” They will prove treacherous to 
your system, and show, that you have no part 
or lot in them. 

You profess to be a liberal christian. But 
it ig. a superficial liberality, which will not fa- 
vour investigation, nor thetouchof * sound 
reasoning.’ You oppose Calvinism, and as- 
sert, that Christ died forthe whole world ;— 
“tasted death for every man.” But were 
there any previously to the ministry of our 
Lord, fixed in the abodes of never ending wo, or 
of eternal slumber ? And if so, did Christ taste 
death for such? If it is asserted on. this 
ground, it was a mere profession, without apy 
intention because it was impossible to benefit 
them. For if it were possible the theory 
is false. If not possible, his pretentions were 
insincere and hypocritical. And if. it were 
possible and he did not, it is cruel, - All, or 
either of which, is wide of * deducing , conse- 
quences justly from premises.” You may here 
say, that this supposition is unnecessary.on 
account of the preexistence of Christ. But, 
sir, ‘he gave himself a ransom for all.” And 
allowing, for the sake of the case, his pre-ex- 
istence, was that equa] to his being manifested, 
though the world was ignorant of it? And was 
not his coming, then, superceded by the mere 
fact of his pre-existence ? He was promised 
asa Saviour. But was the promise equivalent 
to its fulfilment. Lf you can make these things 
appear, on the “ principles of sound reason- 
ing,” by another sweep of your legerdemain, 
you may turn a shadow unto a substance! 
How, then, do you justify the belief, on the 
‘‘ principles of sound reasoning,” that many of 
those who lived in the first ages of the world 
will be forever excluded from futare joys, see- 
ing their privileges and means of knowledge 
were much less than have been enjoyed since 
the preaching of the gospel ! Should it be said, 
that such may be saved, but, that the case is 
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‘© now otherwise, the light of the “ principles of they shall be found worthy ! But here, sir, you 


he 








sound reasoning” would show, that the gospel will find “the ccvcring tuo narrow to wrap 
is the most consummate system of mischief; yourself in ;” for the “ change” is not.to be 
desolating the interests, and laying waste the procrastinated. 
lsopes of man! ! | ‘There remains, therefore, no alternative, all 
I will here state what I liave understood to' will be raised immortal and incorruptible.—— 
be the belief of some of your order, and if it Here, sir, you may try “the ‘principles of 
is a mistake I hope you will correct it. ‘hough, sound rezsoning,” if you like the subject.— 
perhaps, you will neither own nor deny it. |‘ Gird ap now thy loins like a man ; for:i will 
Almost, of all other tenets, this is superlative-| demand of thee, and answer thou me.” 4s im- 
ly disgraceful. And Heaven must frown in-| mortality a principle subject to suffering? 
dignant, on the horrid scheme of sporting And if so, what prevents Him “ whoonly hath 
with the wretchedness and wo of others. It immortaliity 2 Does immortality contain any 
is this—That the resurrection of Christ will properties of an opposite character? or 
effect the resurrection of all men, righteous is swfferimg, or pain, a concometant of tm- 
and wicked—that the wicked will be raised' mortality! We know it is of mortality ;' and 
mortal, and the rightcous, immortal, and be if it be also of the former, the ternis, “in this 
judged and disposed of according to their na-| respect, are synoymous, though they are con- 
ture and character—the righteous to the cter-'|¢rasted by tne apostle. They are as much 
nal inheritance of bliss ineffablo—the wicked | opposed as corruptiun and incorruption. Cur- 
to wo and pain, there to continue till misery) ruption, in a moral sense, implies wickedness 
annihilates them!!! If this is your belief, sir,'or wnholiness, and incorruption, of course, is 
can you sec any justice or mercy in raising the an opposite term. Hence Walker defines it 
wicked at all? Perhans, you will say, * they|‘*Ineapacity of corruption; and, “ Incor- 
are not consigned to punishment till they are |ruptness, Purity of manners, Honesty. intec- 
ascertained to be guilty, and judged.” But rity, freedom from decay or degeneration.” -- 
were they not ascertained to be guilty before | ilence, sir, the Universalists believe, that in 
they were raised? If not, why raise them in the tesurrection, all the intelligent creation 
mortal bodies, or different from the righteous ! will be constituted pyre, holy, immortal and 
Ifany of the wicked may be acquitted, may happy ;—* be like the angels of God in heav- 
not some of the righteous be condemned ! If en,” nor “ die any more.” And, it is undenia- 
this should be, all which may be, on the prin- ble, that the “ principles of sound reasoning’’ 
ciple of investigating character, all neccessary, are on the side of goodness and mercy. So 
would be, for the righteous and wicked to ¢z- much fur your first propositien, 
change bodies! ! That is, if one of the righte- | In pursuing this subject, I do not intend to 
ous should be condemned, and one of the wick- jog the « principles of sound reasoning” lic 
ed be acquitted, the righteous man would aS-' dormant; but shall, in due time, show, that 































sume the mortal body, and the wicked man, | 
immortal body!! But suppuse the righteous, | 
at that period, should all stand justified and 
part of the wicked be acquitted, (which is the 
only ground on which a future judgement pre- 
tends to justification,) where would they get 
immortal bodies ? And if all the wicked should 
be condemned, and also, a part of the righte- 
ous, where would the righteous get mortal bo- 
dies, and who arc to occupy those they would 
leave! And, if more of either class should be 
acquitted or condemned, how, on “ the princi- 
ples of sound reasoning” will they be disposed 
of? Perhaps, this system was adopted to avoid 
the difficult fact, that “* we shall be changed in 
@ moment,” &c. But, sir, you must perceive 
it involves one still more difficult. What right 
have you to oppose Calvinism ? You have no 
greater claims to consistency than they. If 
the theory under examination be correct, on 
the *+ principles of sound reasoning,” can any 
one pretend, that the wicked will be raised 
with a view to their good’? No, sir, unmixed 
cruelty, alone characterizes the whole pro- 
ceeding ! 

You may move. the position, that all will be 





taised mortal, and receive immortality, only as 


they are harmonious with “ the word of God. 


W. I. REESE. 
Mendon, 1827 
——= 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
QUERY. 


If our Virtues do not. merit eternal happi- 
ness, I would ask by what parity, of reasoning, 
it can be made to appear that our Vices merit 
eternal misery ? 

The sticklens, for Unlimited punishmest are 
seriously requested to answer the above query, 
in a Scriptural and Philosophical manner—-2f 
they Can, and by so doing they will confer an 
obligation upon one who is seeking for the 
truth. Q IsT. 

Asurapouta, June, 1827, he 


EE 

Rev. Mr. Weems. A person who has been 
recently preaching in several of the orthordox 
churches in Boston and Salem, has been lately 
apprehended and committed to jail for stealing, 
at different times, varions articles of merehan- 
dise. The stolen goods were found ornamen- 
ting the bodjesof a number of women of ill 
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fame in Boston, to whom he had presented. 


them. Are we to infer from this that orthor- 


doxy ddads to licentiousness ?—Ch. Intel. 
Yes 


Surerpe, ‘On Monday the 28th ult. Mr. 
Samuel Townsend of Sidney, in this coanty 
committed suicide by hanging himself -ina 
barn, He was a man of gloomy temperament, 
hisanind had been for some time disordered 
and dccasionally he was deranged. We have 
understood that he was a believer in. endless 
misery, and that it was toa strong belief in that 
semtiinent, that much of the despondency is 
attributable which finally. induced him to put 
a petied sto his burdensome existence.—Jnt. 
and Chronicle, 





ADVOCATE AND INTHSTIGATOR. 


“ PARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAPPR.”” 





THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 
That prayeris a duty, which devolves upon every 


christian, is admitted, by all who profess*to love our | 


Lord Jesus Clist. But, that there are many who do 


not understand the nature and bearing of this duty, | 


even amovg-those who say much abont it, is also to be 
confessed. 

Prayer, it has been supposed, has an influence upon 
the Deity, and has been a means of procuring favours 


from: him, which, without it, he never would have | 


granted;: but there is impiety in the thought. 


supposedthe Alnidighty capable of beuding his purposes | 


to the desires of his erring creatures, is absurdity in 
the extreme, and prestpposes that he is a changeable 
heings:=Te eenceiye of the impropriety of such an 
opipion, we have only to imagine what would be tle 
cénditiow of our world, if the Deity should answer alli 
the prayers ‘of his childrén! Saying nothing of the 


petitions of the unregenerate, there would ‘be quite a | 
tumult produced by the saints. The pious Baptist, | 


would pray to have all men.become baptists, and re- 
ceive the ordinance of baptism by immersion; the 
Presbyterian, would pray that all might become pres- 
byterians ; while the Methodist, would with equal fer- 
your, express his desire to have'all men become metho- 
dists ; and perhaps the Churchman would pray for the 
prosperity of the church and the good health of “ the 
Bishop and other clergy.” Ina case like this, it will 
easily be ‘perceived, the Almighty would, in attempting 
to answer the prayers of all, get himself into a curious 
dilemma. 

The conclusion to whidh we have arrived, has led 
some of our orthodox divifes to think it quite expedi- 
ent—indeed altogether necessary, to have a Form of 
prayer, embracing all the essential particulars, to be 
said by the faithful in their devotional exercises.— 
Whether this plan was devised to prevent any per- 
plexity that might otherwise be produced in the mind 
of Deity, or to subserve the interests of one particular 
sect, is not to be decided, at present ; but it will not be 
uncharitable to say, that the forms of prayer now used, 
are probably reserted to with a view to avoid those | 
contradictory petitions, which, otherwise, christians | 
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would. be hiable tojexpuess, >. Nor would it be pradent 
to deny, that the form ofjprayer now. used by the 
episcopal church, say haye: been productive of some 
good, inusmuch as it has reduced the number of con- 
tradictory prayers ; yet although the number of evils 
may have been: reduced, a doubt arises whether the 
general adoption ‘of such form would be expedient, 


siticte it must be conceded, that in such cese, the reme- 
dy would be fhe’ from effecting a radical and universal 
eure, An @xample, in-which the ado: tion of the furm 
of prayer has been’ proved measurably defective, is 


presented in the past and present situation “of the 
churches in England and America. In the former, the 
devout charehman prays that God would” bless. the 
Kin? ; iu the latter, the same desires are expressed in 
behalf of the Presiden: of the United States. In Boe- 
lapd, the King is denominated the head of thé church, 


and is,.we believe, a churchman; but in America 
the case is quite different. ‘Ihe President is, if we 
have been correctiy informed, an Unitarian, and of 


course denies the fundamental article of the church 


creed. It follows, then, that while the Ex glish episco- 
| palians we praying for their orthodox King, their 
American brethren are praying im beliall of an hereti- 
cal President.. And, in case of a war between the two 
' eduntries, their prayers would be still more contradic- 
tory, and therefore improper, 

If christianity leads to suc, 


would, as a system, seem io require some improvement; 


intonsistent practices, it 


| for 'no system of reliion can properly’ be considered 
periact, unless it'can be carried into general—nay, 


universal practice. But, to us it appears; that tlie 
foregoing inconsistencies are the results of those ereeds 
| and theories which have been invented by men, and 
| called christianity, rather than the legitimate effects of 
christianity itself. We think the reader willeoincide 
with us in opinion, after attending to the following ub- 


servations. 

1. Prayer should always be in conformity with the 
known will of God, and any thing cotitrary fo his will 
should not be desired. If we pray for that which we are 
assured it is the will of God to grant, we are certain of 


obtaining an answer of peace. But it is irreligious and 


profane, to ask for what we suppose would bea bless- 
ing, unless we are previously assured that it.is the will 
and pleasure of the Deity to bestow it; ner can we 
expect an answer of peace, unless the Almighty has 
previously made known, his disposition to grant the 
blessing we desire. 

2. The“ prayer of faith’’.is a ‘sincere request put up 
to the Throne of Mercy, for some blessing, with the 
full conviction that God will grant our request. The 
weakness of human nature may afford an apology. for 
those doubting prayers which are sometimes offered up 
to God; but nothing can extenuate the impiety of dic- 
tating to the Almighty the course to be pursued, or 
the unqualified wickedness, of asking for that which 
we believd he has determined not to bestow. 

3. The object of prayer is to mould our own’‘hearts 
and desires into a frame of spirit in obedience to, and 
conformity with, the will-and disposition of the Deity. 
That man is doubtless in errour, who prays with any 
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oiher Motive ; and his errour increases ip exact propor- 
tion to the fervour of lis petition ;, uvless be is per: 
suaded that God wills to grant his request. Hence the 
importance of knowing the will of the Almighty. 

4. The will.of God is revealed in the bible, and 
may be known by.all.who will take the pains to ex- 
amine for themselves, 

5. It is either the will.of God that all mankind 
should-be saved from their sins; or, itis his, will that 
some should notrbe saved; or else he has no: will at 


all, relative to the subject. If he has no will, in rela- | 


tion to our salvation we should not agitate the subject 
in our prayers; if it is his will that a part of mankind 
shall be damned, it is out duty to pray for their dam- 


uation; but if it is his will that all should be saved,:) 


we are bound to pray for the salvation of all, and to 
pray believing that our prayers will be answered. This, 
it aypears, vould constitute the prayer of faith ; which 
perlectly agrees with the iustructions of the aposile 
Vaal.) See}. Tim. ii, 1—3. 
first of all, sypplictlions, prayers,, intercessions, and 


* T exhort therefore, that, 


giving of thanks be made for all men; for kings, and 
Jor all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 


Saviotir ; who will have aJl men to be saved, and to | 


cyme unto the knowledge of the truth. For ‘here is 
one God, and one mediator between Godand men, the 
inan Christ Jesus... who gave himself a ransom for all, 
do be testified indue time, Whereunto I am ordained 
a preack@r and an apostle, ({ speak the trath in Christ, 
aid lie not,) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and ve- 


rity. I ‘will therefore that. men pray every where, | 


lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.” 


REMARKS, 

If christians would follow those directions, as to the 
matter and manner of prayer, which are found in the 
Bible, it would supercede the necessity of any contro- 
versy on this subject. A departure from the simplicity 
of the Gospel, is sure to lead to unhappy consequences. 
Ilence, the controversy on this subject, bas not arisen 
from any defect in the christian system, nor from any 
ambiguity in the divine oracles; but is the natural 
consequence of an early departure from the commands 
of our Lord aw his primitive servants. The éxtrava- 
gant fancies, the unholy assumptions, and perhaps, the 
dictatorial manner, too often exhibited in the extem- 
pore prayers of the ‘saints, was the original cause of a 
form of prayer being adopted by christians. But this 
form, being itself a departure from the simple prayer 
of our Saviour, is entitled to the same objections which 
iis authours; no doubt, were arxious to avoid. And 
those who adopt a munner or form of prayer differing 
from that prescribed by our Lord, though they may 
have avoided many errors, are nevertheles#Thargeable 
with having attempted to improve that, which in itself 
is perfect. 

Again. Prayer is only useful in proportion to the 
degree of resignation it produces in the mind, and the 
union of feeling it causes among those who unite in it. 
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fore us while we pray, | and some object in view, ealcu- 
lated to unite all hearts. Let, then, the motive be, to 
draw ourselves to God by a conformity to hts will ; 
und our object, thepresent: peace and future salvation 
of all mankind. In this, all. good hearts are united ; 
(or all desire the salvation of the whole world. 

If the foregoing observations should be found .to fa- 
vour the doctrine of universalism, the fault, if it be 
one, is not ours; for the expres3command is, that we 
should. pray for all men, Jitting up hely hands, without 
wrath and doubting; and if the prayer of faith em- 
braces the essentials of our religion, wéricel to give 
God the glory, and to extend the influence of that 
spirit, which produces charity in the heart, to all those 
fur whose eterual felicity we devoutly pray in faith no- 
thing doubting. Ep. 











WUsSOBUUANY,: 
A REVERTE. 


Night was yeiling with its dusky mantle the 
| varied face of nature—the bright objects of 
| day were now gloomy and “indistinct—I sat 





before a fire which threw a fitful gicam upon 
| the opposite wall—contemplation had chosen 
this time as peculiarly her own—the thoughts 
of years that are gone, crowded upon my mind 
—I was again in the walks of youth—youth! 
season of comparative innocence—when. the 
apgel of hope covers the mind with her golden 
wings—when the tear of grief seldom dims 
the Jaughing eye-- when ‘* sorrow may endure 
for a night,” but when the morning sun will 
| bring with hinr the light of consolation and 
| rekindle the glow of joy. Where isthe man 
who can Jook back upon the days of peace, 
without a pensive feeling ? If there be such a 
man, I envy him not—he has little sensibility. 
What las become of those, whose youthful 
hands we pressed with youthful ardour—a- 
round whose necks our arm was fondly thrown 
—whose mirth, whose pains we sharéd, whose 
wrongs we were .ever ready to avenge, ir 
whom we confided—for the" niuence of..the 
dark spirit of suspicion was then unfelt ! Some 
of them have been gathered to the, mansions 
of. death, in the spring of their.days, while 
they ** dreamed’ of ** many a morrow gay”— 
some upon. whose deyoted heads the storm of 
misfortune has pitilessly pelted, have sought 
far from their homes a foreign grave— some 
have quaffed the cup whieh smiling pleasure 
offered—they are now treading with hasty foot- 
steps the broad road whose end is raim—some 
have been ‘‘ marked” by “* melancholly for her 
own,” and move through dife *in helpless; 
hopeless, brokenness of heart.”—some are far 
away—tossed on the stormy ocean, or pursuin 
fortune in other climes, exposed to death from 
the-roaring wave, or inhaling the pestilential 
breeze. Of how few can it be said their 


path has always been prosperous? those may 





Hence the necessity of having some proper motive be- 





be considered as fortunate, and should be 
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contented who can say, we float along thé 
stream of time—it is now gentle and calm— 
now rough and turbulent, its banks are often 
adorned with gay and beauteous landscapes 
—though our prospects are Sometimes bounded 
by dark and barren rocks--as we advance we 
are still greeted with smiling spots of verdure, 
but*long tracts of checrless sterility too fre- 
quently meet ofr gaze. Happy is he whose 
bosonr is swayed, and whose actions are direc- 
ted by the expectation ofa haven of i!limitable 
felicity —N. Y. American. 


ALWAYS. HAPPY. 

An Italien Bishop struggled through great 
difficulties without repining, and met with 
much opposition in the discharge of his Episco- 
pal functions, without betraying the least impa- | 
tience. One of his intimate friends who highly | 
admired those virtues, which he thought to} 
imitate, one day asked the prelate if he conld } 
communicate the secret of his being always 
easy? “Yes,” replied the old man, “I can | 





‘ 
! 





teach you my secret, and with great facility : | 
it consists in nothing more than making a right | 
tse of my eyes.” His friend begged him to | 
explaia himself, ©“ Most willingly,” returned | 
the bishop, “ in whatever state I am, I first of | 
alf'look ‘up to heaven, and remember that | 
my principal business here is to get there; [| 
then look down upon the earth, and call to! 
mind how small’ space shall occupy in it} 
when I comic to be interred ; I then look abroad ! 
into the world, and observe what multitudes 
there are wlio are in all respects more unhappy 
than myself. Thus I learn where true happi- 
neds is placed when all our cares must end 
and what little reason [have to repine or to 


complain.” 





From the Olive Branch. 
PROFANITY. 

Would those who indulge themselves in 
abits of profanity pause a few momer:ts and 
reflect, they would find themselves chargeable 
with folly and weakness, or else guilty of pos- 
sessing a malignant heart.. How great is the 
folly of using words without meaning !—or 
werds, if they have meaning, onlyexpose the 
s who use them, and make them appear 
weak and contemptible in the eyes of the vir- 
tuous part of community! If the author of be- 
ing were but ance to comply with the wishes of 
the swearer, particularly when be calls down 
imprecation on himself, would he not be more 
cautious in future? A vice so degrading ought 
to be held up to the detestation of all mankind, 
particularly of civilized society. [tis a vice 
so big with meanness and malignancy, so com- 
pletely unjustifiable in every point of view, and 
displays so much weakness, ignorance and folly, 
that we should suppose no manwho had a desire 
to be respected by society and wished to be con- 
sidered aman of understanding, learning, and 
good breeding, would ever suffer a profane or 





| fart Editor will remain at Baffalo a few weeks, 


immoral word to pass his lips ! ‘he lower such 
mon are held inthe estimation of the publick 
the better ; because it is by this way that their 
baneful example is prevented, a great degree, 
from contaminating others; for people seldom 
pattern after those whom they look upon as 
the very dregs of society. VINDEX: 
ABIES. 

The amount of the receipts at the New- 
Hampshire state prison during thé past year, 
exceeded the expenses by $3,241. The ham- 
mered stone wrought by the convicts sold for 
$12,221. % 

‘The militia roll of that state contains above 
29,000, names. 

Surveys and examinations are about to be 
made in Vermont, by a number of engmeers, 
ordered thither by the U. S. Government, to 
ascertain the practicability of effecting anarti- 
ficial water communication ,between Lake 
Champlain and: Connecticut River. 
























































NOTICE. 


o give subscribers residing in Erie and Niagara coun- 
ties an opportunity to pay him their Grrearages. It 
is hoped thatyhis opportunity to.save expense will not 
be neglected) 




















TEARS. 
Ye are a sweet and gentle relief 
To the heart by sorrow béwed, 
When ye moisten the eye of care and grief, 
Like rain from the bursting cloud ; 
For the soul no more by pain o’erprest, 
Sinks as a child to its peaceful rest. 


Ye come at Pity’s pluictive call 
With your warmly gushing flow, 

And, the gems that blaze in the monarch’s hall 
Flave nought like your diamond glow ; 

For ye are the pearis to mortals given, 

With the hallowed hues and hopes of Heaven. 


Yet holier far the tears that flow 

From the eye by guilt o’ercast, 
When mercy her shadowy mantle throws 

O’er the sins of the days that are past ; 
For ye come in the streamlets so soft and clear 
That ye seem the gifts of a holier sphere. 
[New-York Times. 
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